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 A smooth, smooth opera

tor, Brown made more threes per possession than any 

returning Hurricane but Grant. He’s not lightning fast, 

ter than he demonstrated as a freshman. He’s a tough, 

Over the summer Ya

bers demanded $10,000 from Hurricane booster Nev

Miami, but Jones is still fully eligible since the NCAA 

Jones is still mostly just a monster athlete. If he could 

could be a real weapon for this team.

 A transfer from Flori

for a few putbacks a game. He and Gamble are the 

best big men available with Johnson out, but it’s easy 

to imagine a lineup with Jones at the 4 and Gamble at 

 Gamble is a big man 

who knows his limitations. He won’t try to do too much 

offensively (he hit 60 percent of his shots as a role play

er in 2011), but he’s a load on the defensive end.

cut from the same cloth as Grant and Scott. He’ll prob

athlete who will be great for energy off the bench. 

can’t learn to play a role his playing time could suffer.

Newly eligible 

almost certainly capable of contributing in the ACC. 

I’d be surprised to see too much of him, since that 

would mean taking time from Adams, Brown, Jones, 

 Swoope’s probably be

reasonably effective in very limited time last year.

Akpejiori was a 

nonfactor last season, but could see time due to Mi

ami’s lack of frontcourt depth without Johnson.

Miami has more proven offensive 

talent than anyone in the conference outside of North 

Carolina. Grant, Scott, and Johnson all have argu

ments as three of the top 10 players in the ACC. Lar

ranaga’s typically been a good defensive coach, and, 

if he can get his new players to take pride in his de

fensive style the Hurricanes could be very, very good. 

major guys uses different muscles than those needed 

improved defense would probably be enough to push 

Miami into the NCAA tournament.

North Carolina

2011: 29-8 (14-2 ACC), Lost to Kentucky 76-69, Elite Eight

In-conference offense: 1.05 points per possession (4th)

In-conference defense: 0.94 points allowed per possession (2nd)

 Bounce back. 

ing shaky. Shots weren’t falling. You’ll have a tough 

crown, and they did advance farther in the NCAA’s 

would have predicted in January.

 Don’t write off a strug-

gling freshman. 
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Harrison Barnes didn’t look like a superstar when he 

all honesty, he looked like he was unsure about whether 

to believe his own hype. Barnes settled for jumpers that 

Evansville. I tend to believe that the two events were 

largely unrelated, but Barnes did blow up right after 

Marshall took over, despite more games and much im

proved competition. Give kids a little time to settle in 

infusion would make a world of difference.

In case you haven’t heard, 

this team is loaded. There’s an argument to be made 

that they have the best offensive player, the best de

fensive player, and the best passer in the country. 

No. 6 incoming freshman in the country doesn’t start 

for them, I won’t so much as blink. The Heels were 

regular season ACC champions last year, return ev

team in the country.

Meet the Tar Heels

In the section above, 

I mentioned the possibility that the Tar Heels have 

the best offensive player in the country. In a pinch 

I think I’d still take Jared Sullinger, but Barnes was 

pretty fantastic once he got rolling. He’s a warrior, an 

athlete, a scorer, a shooter, a passer, a leader, and a 

tough defender. As Roy Williams said of Barnes after 

knows something I don’t.

 While I’d take Sullinger 

(and only Sullinger) over Barnes offensively, I do think 

that Henson is the best defensive player in the country. 

Henson’s block rate last year actually ranked behind 

conference mates Ty Walker of Wake Forest and Ber

nard James of Florida State, but that’s not because those 

players are so aware of Henson that they pull up where 

they think he has no chance of swatting them, and yet 

he still gets to some of them. Nobody in the country 

changes shots over a larger area than Henson. As for 

offense all he has to do is make a reasonable amount of 

and he’s immediately elite. If he added another move in 

the post, he’d probably be elite anyway. Henson’s also 

a great rebounder on both ends.

The number of teams that 

would list Zeller as their third player is very small. 

a long shot. Zeller may have more ways to get the ball 

from the block to the net than anybody in college bas

ketball. He’s smart with the ball, he makes his shots, 

and he gets to the line, where he shot 76 percent last 

year. He could probably be a better second defender 

for Henson in the post, and he could probably be a 

better defensive rebounder, but he’s still good in both 

areas. The last time there were three players from the 

and Carlos Boozer. Something will have to change to 

stop North Carolina from landing three on the squad 

this year.

 I’ve been over this 

shall train as everyone else seems to be. Marshall’s 

a very good passer. Agreed, but I’m not sure I buy 

that he was the catalyst for the dramatic improvement 

in Barnes’s game. And once you look at him without 

those glasses, there are an awful lot of issues. First, 

he turns the ball over a lot, to the tune of a 30 per

cent turnover rate in 2011. The biggest concern for 

me with the turnovers is that a lot of Marshall’s game 

is predicated on seeing angles nobody else can see. 

His attempts to hit those angles are responsible for 

both his great passing ability and his high turnover 

easy baskets, but too often they don’t. If you rein in 

Marshall’s turnovers, you’re left with a steadier (and 

less creative) guard, but still one who doesn’t shoot 

particularly well, who isn’t quick enough to beat most 

ACC point guards off the dribble, and who has some 
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Marshall is a very good basketball player. But I think 

the national excitement will be tempered when every

body starts to pick his game apart.

There’s a chance that 

Hairston doesn’t start, but he’s too good not to be 

extremely valuable in whatever time he gets. He’s a 

sweet shooting stroke. Everyone’s biggest concern 

about North Carolina is their outside shooting, and 

Hairston will certainly help out in that regard. If he’s 

ready defensively, then he should be the Heels’ best 

 McAdoo 

should be better than Hairston eventually, although 

I’m not sure he’ll be better this year. He could strug

and Zeller for minutes rather than Strickland and Bull

ock. Henson, Zeller, McAdoo, Barnes, and Marshall 

is a pretty terrifying lineup, but the Tar Heels’ most 

talented bench players would then all be guards, and 

McAdoo may have trouble adjusting to defense at the 

3. That said, McAdoo is highly skilled with the ball 

and a very capable rebounder and interior defender.

and Strickland certainly 

him to a rotation role. Very much a slasher, Strickland 

needs to improve his jump shot or take a larger role in 

the offense to deserve to start again.

As one of the premier 

shooters in the Class of 2010, Bullock’s percentages 

turnover rate, which (at 9 percent) would have rated in 

the national top 10 were he able to maintain it for the 

full season. In all likelihood, both his turnover rate and 

his shooting percentages would have risen given more 

he never quite got rolling, but don’t be surprised if 

he will be forced to redshirt. Nobody seems to be will

ing to write that in stone just yet, though, and so he 

Heels’ best outside shooter, but, even healthy, I’m not 

sure he’d be taking too many minutes from the four 

wings listed above him here.

and should 

all be deep bench players this season. Another backcourt 

injury could force Watts into action, while a frontcourt 

injury would push minutes to Hubert and Simmons.

At this point a reasonable person 

Ohio State, and Connecticut being better teams than 

North Carolina. At this point, I would have to argue 

that that reasonable person is wrong. Guys like Hair

ston and Bullock, who would normally get glowing 

are almost afterthoughts here. Barnes could make a 

Player of the Year push. Honestly, my biggest concern 

here would be Marshall, and nobody else seems to be 

concerned about him. Anything less than an ACC title 

would be a disappointment.

North Carolina State

2011:

In-conference offense: 1.03 points per possession (7th)

In-conference defense: 1.10 points allowed per possession (11th)

team that matched NC State’s C.J. Leslie, Ryan 

Harrow, Lorenzo Brown, Tracy Smith, and Rich

ard Howell. Former head coach Sidney Lowe was 

nothing if not an excellent recruiter, and if his teams 

had ever gelled, they would have been something 

to watch.


